CHOICES/COPING IN CRISIS

TAKE HOME NEWSLETTER

YOUR MENTAL WELLNESS

There’s SO MUCH going on in our world today. So much information at our fingertips, sometimes TOO MUCH, and so much going
on in everyone's personal lives. It's hard to know what to do sometimes, how to cope, or how to help a friend who is struggling.

In general, teens today experience more psychological stressors than previous generations. From fear of failure, rejection and
loneliness, to depression, anxiety and learning disorders — and the list goes on. And even though research is showing an increased
need for mental health resources for teens, there are still many who don't think that mental health is just as important as physical
health. What affects the mind and heart affects the body, and vice versa. More and more teens are seeking professional help when
needed, but there are still plenty of stigmas and misinformation out there about the importance of being proactive about our mental

wellness.

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO TO MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE YOUR MENTAL WELLNESS? TRY THIS!

BUILD A SELF-CARE KIT!

Creating your own, personalized self-care kit is a great way to
be proactive about mental wellness. We all need to slow down
and take better care of ourselves. This kit can help remind you
to take a break from social media and other distractions and
just take care of you! And when you take care of YOU you'll
find other areas of your life feel more balanced, too. Once
you've made your own self-care kit, you can help a friend
create one, too. Find a box or basket, or make a container of
your own, and add the following:

(Source: https://www.parents.com)

820 S. 75th Street - Omaha, Nebraska 68114 - 402.965.1425
RESPECT2ALL.ORG

TOOL1

Hotlines and Online Help

Make a list of hotlines and websites who are there to help 24/7
such as:

+ Boys Town National Hotline 1-800-448-3000

« yourlifeyourvoice.org

+ www.Stopbullying.gov

+ Call 988 (Mental Health Crisis Line)

» www.thetrevorproject.org

TOOL2

Put in a Sentimental ltem or Two

Something that will inspire you and remind you that you are
loved, such as a stuffed animal, favorite t-shirt, plush blanket,
photos, etc.

TOOL3

Add Calming ltems

Such as essential oils, herbal teas, stress ball or fidget toy, or a
CD of soothing sounds or favorite music.

TOOL4

A Reminder to Move or Stretch

Such as a picture of someone walking the dog, athletic shoes or
workout clothes. (Exercise is scientifically proven to boost your
natural feel-good hormones).

TOOLS

A journal or drawing paper with some cool pens or pencils.

TOOL 6

A Favorite Book

TOOL7
A List of People You Know (Their Phone Numbers)
that you can reach out to anytime. For example -
extended family members such as aunts, cousins,
grandparents, a clergy member or youth minister from
your place of worship, a family therapist, a teacher, or
neighbors.




LINKS FOR POSITIVE COPING RESOURCES

Use each QR code below to access more information on how to better understand and help to CONNECT WITH
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